






ANDERSON COOPER 360 DEGREES

Excerpt below Aired November 25, 2003 - 19:00   ET

http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0311/25/acd.00.html  
Also see: www.sex-contract.com 

______________________________________________________________________________________
Well, only in our highly litigious society could signing a legal contract substitute for foreplay. Now, we are talking about sexual consent forms, which are apparently circulating in the wake of the Kobe Bryant case. Now, here's what I mean. 

Take a look. On this form, which I think we're about to show you -- well, look at that form right there. These forms ask you basically to sign a -- ask someone you're on a date with, you basically ask them to sign a document consenting to -- oh, there's the form -- well, to very specific things. 

Joining us now, a sexologist who came up with these contracts and has some clients who she says actually use them, Ava Cadell. She joins us from L.A. 

Ava, good to see you. Thanks for being with us.

Why do people need consent forms? What is the purpose? And what do they actually ask people to sign up for? 

DR. AVA CADELL, SEXOLOGIST: Well, a sexual consent form is a way to protect yourself, because, let's be honest, if you have sex with someone, there is the possibility that, at a later date, they're going to accuse you of sexual misconduct, unfortunately. 

COOPER: How does this work? I've got one of these sexual consent forms right here. Doesn't it kind of kill the mood? You're starting out on a date and you suddenly whip out a legal document and say, please sign this and check these very detailed things? 

CADELL: Well, it can, of course, spoil the romance, but so can a condom. And that protects you, too. 

But I also think a sexual consent form can be titillating. It can actually be rather fun to check the things that you want to do together, create some sexual anticipation, if you will. 

COOPER: But asking someone -- I don't know. The idea of asking someone before anything starts to sort of check off what they will and will not engage in, I don't really want to go into too many details. But it's very specific. 

Do you have any clients who have just said, look, there's no way I'm going to do this? 

CADELL: There's always someone that won't sign it. But when we're talking about celebrities and high-powered people, there are groupies that will sign absolutely anything just to have sex with them. And it's those people that are using the sexual consent forms today. 

COOPER: And I'm guessing you would advise celebrity clients really not to have sex with groupies. I guess that would be rule No. 1. 

But you do have, I know, one client. I guess some high-powered executive has used this. How did it work for him? 

CADELL: Well, it worked very nicely. 

He was afraid that he couldn't trust the person that he was engaging in sexual acts with. And she was only too delighted to sign it. So it gives him peace of mind. And now they have great sex without any worries. 

COOPER: All right, well, I really don't need to know the full details on that. 

(LAUGHTER) 

COOPER: But I guess there's a flip side to it, which is that some people probably wouldn't want -- it's basically a document, if you're married and you're having an affair with someone, it's basically evidence that you are having an affair. 

CADELL: This is very true. You see, everything has pros and cons, absolutely. 

COOPER: But you still say, go ahead, for the right client, the right situation, you should go ahead and sign it? 

CADELL: It's not for everybody. But I do believe, if certain celebrities had used it in the past, they wouldn't have the problems, the legal problems, they're having today. 

COOPER: Now, I understand that some universities have actually encouraged students to sign some form of this kind of document because of the problem of date rape and other such things. CADELL: Exactly. 

You see, if a girl signs a form like this -- and, of course, it can be a boy as well. But if a girl signs this, she's less likely to say that the sex wasn't consensual, because when she signs it, she has the intention of having sex with you. 

COOPER: Well, it's a fascinating sign of the times. We'll just -- we'll leave it at that. Ava Cadell, appreciate you joining us. Thanks very much. It was interesting.

CADELL: Thank you very much.
